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The question of Reason and Faith of Leibniz
Between justificative Rationalism and Syncretism

Abstract

Leibniz tried to establish such kind of rational compatibility between faith and
reason, so he returned modern philosophy back to the middle Ages’ philosophy; he sought
hardly to establish faith on reason, starting from his theory of knowledge, but he was
confronted by the Christian doctrines. He felt that he was unable to prove the concord
between reason and the Christian faith. So, he followed a Justificative rationalism that
places some of the religious facts, such as unreasonable Theological ambiguities and
doctrinal secrets above mind, which aim to conciliate, justify and pre-bias the doctrines

of the Christian religion as much as possible.

When he lacks the rational justification he resorted to fabrication in its different
meanings, whether in the sense of combining different opinions to form a single doctrine,
or in the sense of looking at complex things in a superficial view; to make a synthesis
between what is rational and what is irrational in one doctrine. He took up above reason,
what cannot be rationalized, separating it from what contradicts the reason; in a distinction
that clearly reflects the inability of reason to understand the beliefs. It is therefore not
surprising that Leibniz uses philosophical doubt against reason to reflect its inability
to discover the truth alone. Hence, the relationship between faith and reason according
to Leibniz revealed a justificative rationalism aimed to provide rational answers to the
religious problems, so that the believer would not be scared from that critical rationality
that criticizes, interprets and examines, aiming the truth itself, and taking out the false
sanctity of all that is terrestrial. So Leibniz returned back with the modern philosophy,
that adopted reason as the only authority in his time - in relation to the philosophy of
religion - to a traditional image goes back to the philosophy of the Middle Ages, so that

he could be seen as a man of theology was found in the age of Enlightenment.
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* Leibnitz (G.W.), New Essays Concerning Human Understanding, togethar with An Appendix
consisting of some of his shorter pieces, translated from the original Latin, French and
German, with Notes by A.G. Langley, The Macmillan company1896.

. , theodicy: Essays on the Goodness of God, the Freedom of Man and Origin
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