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narrative in which Islam appears to be a religious movement that
started in Arabia as a call for monotheism, and soon spread outside
Arabia establishing an empire in which the major historical actors were
those coming from the peripheries of antiquity, while the classical
actors became marginalized, and their roles became reduced to
that of tax-payers. Such an enquiry is qualitatively different from
traditional orientalist studies on the relationship between Islamic
doctrines and practices and those of Judaism and Christianity.
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Dr. Tahir Abbas

FRSA is an Assistant Professor at the Institute of Security and Global
Affairs at Leiden University in The Hague and a Visiting Senior Fellow
at the Department of Government at The London School of Economics
and Political Science.

He was born in Birmingham, England, and currently lives and works

in The Hague. He holds a PhD in Ethnic Relations from the University of Warwick and has
worked and taught in the UK and Turkey. His current research interests are the intersections
of Islamophobia and radicalisation, gender and violence, and ethnic relations. He is the
author, editor and co-editor of 12 books (18 vols) and over 70 peer-reviewed articles and
book chapters.

Paper Title: Transnational Islam and British South Asian
Muslims — migration, identity and political violence.

There are three million Muslims are in Britain today, amounting
to approximately five per cent of the UK population, with two-
thirds possessing South Asian heritage. These post-war migration
processes have led to around two million Bangladeshis, Indians and
Pakistanis, with half under the age of 25 and one-in-three under the
age of 15. While these demographics represent particular challenges
in relation to participation and engagement, there are also wider
concerns around the role of transnationalism.

In particular in relation to questions of Islam and how it is taken up
by groups, what shape it takes in practice and what gaps remain
in terms of questions of religious and secular education for life in a
country that is the birthplace of over half of British Muslims. In this
milieu, there are genuine issues of identity, which have implications
for belonging and citizenship.

There are also wider issues of gender to consider, too —including what
it means for questions of masculinity and femininity, as expressed
culturally, theologically and politically. How Muslim groups interpret
and apply Islam is also crucial to understand, with instances of both
progressive and regressive readings of the faith leading to risks in
relation to extremism, radicalisation and political violence.

These issues reflect on the failures of integration and diversity policy
combined with downwards pressures on social mobility. It exposes
the failures of government policy leading to a failure of Muslim
communities to plan, and invest and deliver in relation to the Islamic,
cultural and civic education and development needs of the younger
generations.

Dr. Abdallah Soufan

PhD from the Georgetown University, Arabic and Islamic Studies
Department. He received his BS in Mathematics, and his BA and MA
| in Arabic Language and Literature from the American University of

~ Beirut, where he worked for several years as an Instructor of Arabic
3 K ' and Islamic Thought. He has recently defended his PhD dissertation

entitled “Tradition and Its Boundaries: A Diachronic Study of the Concept of Bid’ah
(Religious Innovation) in Early Islam” at Georgetown University.

His research investigates dichotomies in classical Islamic thought, including the
dichotomies of sunna/bid’a, veridicality/tropicality, reason/tradition, word/meaning, and
exoteric/esoteric.

Paper Title: The Emergence of Islam and Late Antiquity Studies.

It was common to say after Gibbon that the period between the
fall of Rome and the Islamic conquests was nothing but a period
of decline in all regions that were once part of the Roman empire.
Nevertheless, Peter Brown’s pioneer study (1971) shows a totally
different picture. With that study, a new academic discipline was
created under the name “late antiquity studies,” indicating that this
period is worth independent study, rather than being dealt with
merely in appendices to classical studies. What concerns us here
is how this change in viewing that period affected, or would affect,
studies on the emergence of Islam. Was Islam a sort of coronation
to that period, or was it a process that ran independently in parallel
to it, or was it a sort of reaction to it? In other words: was Islam an
historical break with that period, or was it parented by it? If continuity
is to be stressed, how should we then read the traditional Islamic



a search for principles via legal dialogues (Shaybani d. 189/805;
Sahnun d. 240/855); Calder obsessed about re-dating early legal
texts and didn’t read as much of the actual texts, but he wanted to
see more diversity in his texts; all make comments in passing about
Islamic law in the modern world without studying modern law; some
(Calder and Coulson d. 1986, who will make a brief appearance in
my talk) display a familiar, strange pride among the British in a law
that is most connected to social standards and customs (being, as
it is, based on the medieval common law), while Islamic law (not
unlike continental law, they think) can be theoretical and detached
from reality.

| am still a sympathetic reader when | approach all these writers, and
I will hold them answerable only to what they said, not what others
said about them.

Dr. Nadia Oweidat

is currently an Assistant Professor at Kansas State University, teaching
classes on Islamic thought and history and security of the modern
Middle East.

She is also a Non-Residential Fellow at New America where she
conducts research on countering violent extremism and agents of
positive change in the Arab world.

Dr. Oweidat, originally from Jordan, obtained a D.Phil. in Oriental Studies, focusing on Arab
and Islamic thought, from the University of Oxford in 2014.

Nadia has a BA from the University of Jordan in Arabic and English literature and an MA
from the University of Wyoming in International Studies, with a focus on the Middle East.

Prior to starting her D.Phil., Dr. Oweidat worked for several years as a research associate at
the RAND Corporation in Washington DC, leading research into Arab language publications
promoting tolerance and critical thinking.

She also led research including analysis of the Egyptian reform movement Kefaya, the early
history of al-Qaeda, salafi jihadi networks, insurgent strategies in Iraq, Iranian influence in
the Arab world and the radicalization of Muslim youth.

Paper Title: Islamic Studies Today: Challenges and Opportunities.

The speaker will give a brief history of the field of Islamic studies in

the U.S. and discuss its evolution and development.

The speaker will also cover the major academic institutions that have
contributed to its growth and the provide feedback for non-U.S.
residents who aspire to contribute to the field.

Dr. Jason Welle

is the Dean of Studies at the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic
Studies in Rome, ltaly.

He holds a doctorate from Georgetown University, where he studied the
writings of Suff master Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-SulamT (d. 412/1021)
under the direction of Paul Heck, and master’s degrees from the Catholic

Theological Union in Chicago and the University of Notre Dame. His research interests

include lIslamic mysticism, the Franciscan intellectual tradition, and Muslim-Christian
relations, particularly in the medieval period.

He is a Franciscan friar and was born and raised in Minnesota (U.S.A.).

Paper Title: Islamic Studies: Resources and Techniques of research
in the Western Academia.

One of the challenges in doing this presentation is that several of the
resources that are used by graduate students and university faculty
inthe U.S. and Europe are very expensive and can only be accessed
if your institution has a membership.

| am still thinking through the best way to present this material: on
one hand, | want to introduce participants to the resources that exist,
but on the other hand, | want to focus on presenting resources that
they are able to access, practically speaking.

These are examples (worldcat.org), IDEO Catalog (alkindi.ideo-
cairo.org/), Index Islamicus (brill.com/view/db/iio), Christian-Muslim
Relations: A Bibliographical History (Brill), ProQuest, and Islamic
Manuscripts Database (jami’ al-makhtatat al-islamiyya)(wgf.me).



integration, from an epistemological angle calling for dialogue
between social, human and legal disciplines.

Dr. Hakim Ajhar

Associate Professor of Islamic Studies, Department of Humanities and
Social Sciences. Khalifa University.

He obtained his Master’s degree in Islamic studies in 1995 and his PhD
in 2000 from the Institute of Islamic Studies, McGill University, Montreal,
Canada. He has held positions many universities in the UAE, including

Zayed University (ZU), Ajman University (AUST), American University in Dubai (AUD), and
the American University of Sharjah (AUS), and has taught numerous courses in Humanities
and Islamic Studies including Introduction to Islamic Studies, Survey of Islamic Civilization
and the Arabic Language for Arab and Non-Arabs (ZU), Islamic Culture and Thought, Islamic
Theology, History of Islamic Sciences (AUST), Comparative Middle Eastern Cultures and
Religion, the History and Civilization of Islam (AUD), and Readings in Arabic Heritage | and
Il (AUS).

Paper Title: What is the purpose of studying Islamic thought and
what are the contemporary trends of Islamic studies?.

Islamic studies have always been an important field in the modern
world. For Westerners Islam, is not merely a religion but it is a
neighboring civilization as well. For Muslims Islam is an identity that
should be maintained and explored succinctly.

The paper is going to focus on the role of orientalism in studying
Islam. It will also discuss where Muslims and Westerners, who study
Islam, meet with each other. The orientalists, who studied Islam,
are supposed to study the (Other) while Muslims who do the same
studies are searching in the (Self).

Hence, the central question is: Does this assumption lead to a
productive dialogue between the Muslim and Western thinkers or
it leads to disagreeing results? The paper would discuss some
examples from new and contemporary orientalism in attempt to
answer this question, and to shed some light on the benefits that
Muslims can reap from the Western studies of Islam.

Dr. Ahmad Atif Ahmad

is professor of religious studies at the University of California in Santa
Barbara (UCSB).

He also serves on UCSB’s ‘Council on Faculty Issues and Awards
and the UC-System wide Academic Advisory Committee for Internship
Programs in the University Center in Washington, DC. He previously

served as associate director of the University of California Center in Washington, Sultan
Qaboos Chair of Mideast Studies at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia,
and as visiting associate professor at Utrecht University in the Netherlands. The author of
‘Islamic Law: Cases, Authorities, and Worldview (London: Bloomsbury, 2017), ‘The Fatigue
of the Sharia’ (NYC: Palgrave, 2012), and ‘Structural Interrelations of Theory and Practice
in Islamic Law’ (Leiden: Brill, 2006), Ahmad teaches courses on Islamic legal reasoning in
medieval Islam and early modern Egypt.

Paper Title: A Conversation with the Dead: Goldziher (d. 1921),
Schacht (d. 1969), Calder (d. 1998).

Many modern historians like losers. The nature of their industry may
be the culprit. Historical evidence leads to conclusions that don't
always favor the winners. And, should a historian simply allow those
who won historically to win again on the pages of her or his books,
their work would be repetitive.

A sympathetic reading of a dead Hungarian, a German, and a
British (or two) Islamic-law scholars today appears to be an act of
benevolence toward the (in some cases, deservedly) much-maligned
tradition of Orientalism. | don’t see my work that way. | would like, in
fact, to see that some old Islamic-law Orientalism is still alive, and |
see its weaknesses as mostly instructive.

Each one of my three (dead) interlocutors had issues they cared
more about.

Goldziher wondered about the degree to which Islam was an
upgrade on Judaism and the degree to which it replicated its
patterns; Schacht came to the conclusion that usul al-figh convinced
itself Islamic law was made of texts, when, in fact, it started out as



of Tafsir.

The paper argues that we have at least 3 trends in the writing of the
history of Tafsir.

There is the Ashari understanding of the history of Tafsir, where
Baydawi’s tafsir, plays a major role. There is the Salafi school that
places In Kathir Tafsir as the major work in the Islamic Tradition.

Finally there is the Arabic nationalist writing of Tafsir, where grammar
is seen as the center of the history of Tafsir. Each school has
produced a large number of works that outline their views.

The dominant school in the Arab world and the Islamic world remains
the Salafi school of Tafsir, where the notion of Tafsir bi-al-ma’thur
is the main lens through which one understands the hermeneutical
history of Tafsir.

Dr. C.E. (Clare) Wilde

Assistant Professor, tenure track
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies
Jewish, Christian and Islamic Origins:
Formative Islam.

Paper Title: Studying and teaching the Qur’an - as a Christian
(woman).

Despite the injunctions against Christians teaching the Qur'an found
in the Covenant of Umar, and a long history of Christian disdain for
the “clear/clarifying” Arabic revelation, the study of the Quran is
increasingly embedded in western academic institutions.

In this paper, | will discuss some aspects of western academic
interest in the Qur'an. When, where — and why — did Christians
begin to study the Qur'an? Which western academic resources and
institutions engage in qur'anic studies, and why? Drawing on my own

experiences in the US, NZ, Europe and Qatar, | will highlight some of
the challenges that face contemporary students, and teachers, of the
Qur’an, at western academic institutions, as well as the topics that
have been of interest to undergraduate and graduate students. | will
also present some of the methodologies used by western scholars
of the Qur’an, and indicate some of the directions in which western
qur’anic studies are going.

Dr. Sari Hanafi

is currently a professor of sociology and Chair of Department of
Sociology, Anthropology & Media Studies at the American University of
Beirut, and the editor of Idafat: the Arab Journal of Sociology (Arabic).

He is also president (2018-2022) of the International Sociological Association and Vice-
President of the Arab Sociological Association.

Paper Title: Social and religious science: mutual ignorance or
competition?.

There are many implications for the existence of a break between
the elite of social and human sciences on the one hand and religious
elites.

This separation has led religious actors to deny social sciences
studies with regard religion.

In this lecture, | will present preliminary results of my research which
revolve around the educational curricula offered in departments
of Islamic studies in some Arab universities which are based in
Lebanon, Kuwait and Morocco.

The aim of this lecture is to study these curricula and investigate the
presence or absence of social sciences disciplines in these courses.

The paper will scrutinize many Islamic projects and knowledge



Paper Title: Islamic Studies and the Call for the Revival of
Humanism.

The importance of the study of religion in the modern university has
long been in question.

In this view, the university is the place to study knowable things,
whereas the affairs of religion are unknowable and therefore lie
beyond the purposes of the university. In other words, religion falls
short of the definition of knowledge.

This view is based on the assumption that religion is foreign to human
nature, the study of which in its various aspects is the goal of the
university.

However, this view is now obsolete. Today, research in various
disciplines indicates the profound connection of religion to human
nature, its development and its well-being, calling for reconsideration
of the weight of religion in the pursuit of knowledge.

In this presentation, | will overview the issues, refer to some examples,
and suggest the place of Islamic Studies in this emergent university
interest.

Dr. Abdallah Seyid Ould Bah

iis a Mauritanian writer and researcher; he is a professor of philosophy
at Nouakchott University.

He received his PhD from Tunis University on modern philosophy.

He has many scholarly publications which revolve around issues of contemporary approaches
to philosophy and democratic transitions. He is the author of Religion and Identity: Issues of
Conflict, Dialogue and Authority, History and Truth: Michel Foucault and Arab Revolutions:
Path and Destiny.

Paper Title: The philosophy of Religious Language.
The lecture will focus on three main problematic issues:

First: the epistemological status of the science of speech and
whether to consider it as debate or a pattern of mental theology.

Second: the question of the relationship between the science of
speech and the philosophical code in terms of the types of reading of
the Greek text, and overlap with the writings of Muslim philosophers
and the extension of verbal problems in the philosophical narrative
intermediate and modern?

Thirdly: the question of the position of the mabahith in modern
Islamic thought, whether in the light of attempts to establish a new
science of speech or through the transcendence of verbal inquiry
within the philosophy of alternative religion?

Dr. Walid Saleh
Dr. Saleh’s undergraduate degree was at the American University of
Beirut, where he studied Arabic literature and language.

His interest in these two topics still animates his research, and he is a
close follower of modern Arabic poetry.

In addition to his doctoral studies at Yale University in Islamic Studies,

where he studied the Qur’an and its exegesis in medieval Islamic Civilization, Dr. Saleh
has also studied at Hamburg University. His first teaching appointment was at Middlebury
College.

He had fellowships from the NEH, the American Research Center in Cairo, and the Kluge
Center at the Library of Congress.

He was also awarded a three-year fellowship from the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada.

Paper Title: Writing the History of Tafsir in Modern Studies.

How is the history of Tafsir being written? This paper discusses the
various schools and ideological currents in the writing of the history



- Islamic sciences and its role in the construction of world history and
civilization.

- Transnational Islam (across Asia, Europe, Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula)

3. The impact of modern methodologies of the study of religion
with regard to global issues (workshops).

The workshops will follow a methodology based on looking at
a theoretical horizon of what the modern methodologies and
mechanisms of religion may think differently from, and represent
many, highly sensitive issues in our societies and the world through
three major workshops: the first on the issue of 6 secularism and the
transcendence of religion in different areas of life; Justice and human
rights in Muslim societies, and the third on the issue of religious
reform and transformations of religiosity in our societies and in the
world.

Scientific Committee:

Dr. Enzo Pace
Dr. Abdellah Seyid Ould Bah
Dr. Mohamed Mahjoub

Organizing Committee:

Dr. Abdellah Haddari
Kenza Oulahboub

Fatimaezzahra Abid

Guest Lecturers

Dr. Radwan El Sayed

is a Lebanese thinker and writer who attained a bachelor degree from
the Faculty of Theology at al-Azhar University and a PhD in Philosophy
from the University of Tubingen in Germany. He has been a scholar
of Islamic studies for decades and is the former editor-in-chief of the
quarterly al-ljtihad magazine.

Radwan El Sayed is also the author of many books and has written for Arab journals such as
al-lttihad, al-Hayat and ash-Sharq al-Awsat.

Paper Title: The Rebuilding of Islamic Studies.

This paper will revisit the emergence of Islamic studies and its
readings in the West. It will also shed light on contemporary
methodologies with regard to Islamic studies especially on the
second half of the twentieth century. Hence, the study will stress
the rise of Islamic studies, methodological issues as well as the
impact other academic disciplines such as the social sciences and
humanities on the study of Islam.

L e——— ],
Dr. Paul L. Heck
Q is founding director of The Study of Religions across Civilizations
- (SORAC). Paul L. Heck is a Professor of Islamic Studies at Georgetown
ZA\d University’s Department of Theology; he received his Ph.D. from the
» University of Chicago. His scholarly interests focus on the history of
=l & skepticism in Islam, mysticism and the role of spirituality in Muslim
g —

society, views on martyrdom in the three monotheist traditions, the phenomenon of theo-
humanism, the emergent field of comparative scripture, and issues in political theology.
Some of these themes were treated in Common Ground: Islam, Christianity and Religious
Pluralism (2009). His most recent monograph is Skepticism in Classical Islam: Moments of
Confusion (2013).



researchers from the west and the Islamic neighbours, Islam as a
religious, cultural and socio-political entity and the study of Islam
today will be the main concern of this First spring school. Indeed, the
intention of this Spring School is to bring together researchers who
will bridge the gap of understanding between Islamic and Western
scholarship in religious studies; they will embrace differences as
well as similarities to promote objective scientific researches in this
field. It will be also a great opportunity for researchers to engage in
joint scientific researches and that will trespass religious hostility and
the Orientalist school of thought which prized a certain antagonism
between Islamic culture and its western counterpart. In the process
of surveying the study of Islam in both the western and Islamic
academia, it would be significant to stress the western expertise in
the field so as to introduce researchers to the various disciplines that
make up Islamic studies majors, the scientific models for religious
knowledge, the forms of the integration religion and academia and
research projects and religious product, etc. Besides, it is no longer
possible to overlook the scientific disciplines that exist, with their
multiplicity and methodological diversity, which are all important
fields for the study of religions today, and the study of Islam. It is no
longer possible to ignore the multiple pedagogic and methodological
approaches to the study of Islam nowadays given the pressing need
for contemporary methodologies and approaches that upgrade
religious understanding of world religions.

This School is designed for PhD students and young researchers
coming from Western and Arabic universities and from various
disciplinary backgrounds within the social sciences and humanities.
Researchers will be trained and informed about the latest scientific
developments and research methodologies related to religious and
Islamic studies worldwide. Further, an opening lecture on research
methodologies in the west, the study of Islam, research, scholarship
and academic jobs in western universities will be of great significance
to fulfill this school’s aim which resides in engaging young researchers
in the scientific research in its global dimension and enlighten them

about the prospects studying Islam and the Islamic heritage at a
universal scale.

Whereas researchers from Arab universities who reside in Muslim
countries will highlight the study of Islam and religious studies within
Arab Muslim universities and with reference to the multiple disciplines
within the Islamic studies departments.

1. Western and Islamic academia (scientific interventions)

Religious studies and Islamic sciences as a major in Western
universities

Researcher’'s graduate years, courses and degrees in Islamic
studies majors.

The teaching and the study of Islam in western universities, classical
and contemporary approaches and methodologies to the study of
religion in western universities.

Doctoral researchers and most frequent research concerns in
Western universities

- Departments of Religious Studies and research centers in the most
famous world- universities.

2. Scientific disciplines related to the study religions and Islam
(scientific interventions)

- Philological studies and the study of Islam today: classical and
modern trends.

- Language and linguistic sciences and literary approaches to
religious texts.
- Schools of anthropology and multiculturalism across the world.

- Modern sociology and re-reading of Islam

- The science of comparative religions and the path to religious
knowledge and understanding of religious life.

- Schools of Historical studies and the buildings of cross-cultural
historical studies.



About the School:

The institute of Mominoun without Borders for Studies and Research
offers PhD scholars in the field of humanities and Islamic Studies this
academic and educational opportunity to discuss current researches
and approaches to the study of Islam. This school is aimed at PhD
researchers from different countries whose research projects are
linked to the school’s theme. The school sessions will be chaired
by distinguished scholars who will supervise novice researchers
during the school’s workshops and courses and help them acquire
the necessary skills needed for their ongoing research projects.

The study of Islam has gone through different phases in western
academia ranging from the traditional schools of criticism such as
orientalism, the new criticism to the past of the last post such as
post-colonial, post-orientalism, postsecondary studies and other
academic concerns in Islamic studies or Oriental studies. Indeed,
the study of Islam has always been subject to extensive research
authored by western academics who generated a large corpus of
publications. Their approach to Islamic studies has drawn upon
a variety of disciplines and methodologies which has stressed
the diverse aspects of knowledge production related to Islam as
embedded in a given civilization and culture. Hence, such prolific
studies have reintroduced new understandings of Islam and other
religions and cultures of the globe to be understood within a universal
and pluralist context that enriches world cultures and histories.

However, that enormous body of literature which was generated by
the western academics on religion has remained unknown to scholars
in the Arab and Muslim world because of the language barrier. Most
of this religious knowledge was mainly written in English, German,
French or Spanish; whereas rare are the works which have been
translated into Arabic and which have reached out a minority of Arab

Muslim readers not to mention the dominant Orientalist imagination
of Islam and Muslims.

On the other hand, the academic study of religion in academia
remained unknown to Western scholarship that Western scholars
do rarely refer to academic studies written in Arabic, despite their
mastery of the Arabic language which might refer to the fact that
Western scholars would perceive their writings as being irrelevant
to Western readers, their history and culture formation. In spite of all
the above apparent differences between western and Arab-Muslim
scholars’ approach to religious studies, there is consensus on the
question of the need to revisit one’s history and cultural heritage
within the linguistic and cultural traditions of the Islamic civilization
and with a much more broad context that of the diverse worldwide
cultures and global patterns of knowledge production with regard to
religion.

All these issues will be debated in this First Spring School which
will gather American, European, Middle Eastern and North African
researchers in an attempt to understand research approaches to the
study of Islam and its civilization in the West as well as in the Islamic
world.

To this end in view, this school will be a great opportunity for
researchers to exchange the knowledge and experiences related to
the study of Islam and hence upgrade the contemporary approaches
that are adopted in the study religion as a dynamic field of study
relevant to both Muslim and western scholarship.

Thus, researchers majoring in Islamic studies will be first enlightened
about the technical and pedagogical aspects of pursuing higher
studies in America, Europe and the Islamic world. They will be
also introduced to the contemporary issues and tense debates
around Islam and Muslim communities and to the latest research
methodologies adopted in the study of Islamin academia. Throughout
the course of this spring school, the interaction of



Sl wligol_wljpp U

Mominoun Without Borders

for Studies and Research
organizes

The First
session J

Spring School

The Study of Islam Today:

Contemporary Approaches to Religious Studies

Marrakech, Morocco Q

March, 2019 29-30-31



