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11- Lacey, A.R., A Dictionary of Philosophy, Routledge, Third edition, 1996, pp.56-57: «‘Concept’ has taken
over some uses of the ambiguous term ‘IDEA’, perhaps partly because ‘idea’ suggests images etc.; but ‘concept’
is ambiguous between a logical sense, associated with Frege, and a (more usual) psychological sense, where it is
the content of a thought (see Newman), or the mode of presentation of a property (Peacocke). Concepts, however,
are connected with UNIVERSALS, and on one view concepts are ‘of” universals, so that to have a concept of, say,
dog, is to be related to a non-material object like a Platonic FORM. But ‘concept of dog’ is perhaps best taken as
A a single linguistic unit, like ‘dog-concept’, so that one is not tempted to seek some entity that ‘dog’ stands for.
closely related view, conceptual realism, makes the concept itself a substantial entity, to which one is somehow
Whereas conceptual realism says in related when one ‘has’ the concept. This leads to the ‘paradox of ANALYSIS’.
effect that concepts are universals, conceptualism says that universals are concepts, but leaves open what concepts
It may be that to in the psychological sense are. They seem to be mind-dependent but common to many minds.
have a concept is to have a means for classifying together things of a certain kind, and in some way thinking or
reasoning about them, though some would insist that to have a concept of something one must also know what
that thing is. This perhaps suggests that concepts are abilities, so that to have a concept of dog is to be able to think
about dogs. How much the ability must cover is disputed. Has an animal, or a machine, a concept of dog if it reacts
differentially to dogs? Can a man blind from birth have a concept of red? Does having a concept involve being
able to use a word? Perhaps ‘having a concept’ is ambiguous in these respects. We must distinguish between the
public concept of dog, or the concept dog, and an individual’s concept of dog (though perhaps ‘conception’ might
be used here: see below). An individual may include foxes, or think that dogs must by definition have tails; but if
For Frege ‘concept’ is a logical term, contrasted with he diverges too far his concept will no longer be one of dog.
OBIJECT. ‘A concept is the referent of a predicate’, while only an object can be the referent of a subject. Concepts
can indeed he talked about, but only rather obliquely, in the way that ‘There is at least one square root of four’
talks about the concept square root of four. In ‘Arkle is a horse’ ‘Arkle’ introduces an object while ‘is a horse’
introduces a concept. Concepts are thus somehow incomplete: ‘Arkle’ can stand by itself, as a name, in a way that
‘is a horse’ cannot. Frege expressed this by calling objects saturated and concepts unsaturated (but cf. Dummett,
pp- 31-3). Frege in fact defined a concept as ‘a FUNCTION whose value [see VARIABLE] is always a TRUTH-
VALUE’. Since what is referred to by a subject term is automatically an object, Frege concluded paradoxically that
‘the concept horse is not a concept’ since we are referring to it. For Peacocke concepts are modes of presentation
Concepts are normally general (the concept dog covers dogs in general), but there can be individual of properties.
concepts (e.g. the concept of the Atlantic; cf. also HAECCEITY).».
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