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«One of the most creative and versatile intellectual figures of the last two centuries, Charles Sanders Peirce was a
mathematician and a scientist, but is now best known as a philosopher, the founder of American pragmatism, and
as a theorist of logic as semiotic (a theory of how human experience grows by means of the mediating structures
we create). For 32 years he practiced geodesy and chemistry for the U.S. Coast and Geodesic Survey, and his poly-
mathic mind led him to research and writing on an immense range of topics. Peirce called himself a logician, and his
logical theories informed his work in pragmatism, metaphysics, scientific analyses, historical studies, and even his
experimental work. The logic of scientific methodology, particularly the logic of discovery, interested him deeply,
and makes his work significant today. Interest in Peirce’s concepts now goes far outside the boundary of academic
philosophy, with groundbreaking contributions to mathematics, experimental psychology, cosmology, cartogra-
phy, historiography, and computer science. His work has had application to intelligence organizations, the military,
technology, and transdisciplinary science. The Peirce papers at Houghton Library comprise an estimated 100,000
pages. Peirce published some 12,000 pages of scientific and philosophical work during his lifetime. The Chrono-
logical Edition of the Peirce Edition Project has published eight of a projected 30 volumes, editing works through
1892. But Peirce’s mature work is only available in his papers at Houghton Library. These, estimated at some
50,000 manuscript pages, remain unpublished, and are in brittle condition. While some of these documents are
available on a poor-quality, 60-year-old black and white microfilm, scholars have found that linear format limiting,
and it fails to capture Peirce»s meaningful use of color. Further, while several efforts have been made to categorize
and catalog them, most notably by Richard Robin, Peirce’s essentially non-linear working method, his habit of
writing and re-writing and revising through several (usually undated) drafts, combined with his increased use of
colorful graphical representation, makes presentation in printed transcription difficult. Digitization of the Peirce
papers makes the raw material for further study of his concepts freely available to all. While some 2,000 images
are now available, a group of Peirce scholars has initiated an effort to digitize the important late manuscripts, some
50,000 pages. This copyright-free material can then be transcribed and assembled by researchers worldwide: as
conjectured reconstructions of Peirce’s intended works, or in research to apply his ideas, or to continue developing
his many promising insights. In online media Peirce’s ideas can continue to evolve, with broad participation from
scientific and other disciplinary perspectives, as Peirce would have hoped.»

https://library.harvard.edu./collections/charles-s-peirce-papers



https://library.harvard.edu/libraries/houghton
https://peirce.iupui.edu/
https://peirce.iupui.edu/
https://id.lib.harvard.edu/ead/hou02614/catalog
https://library.harvard.edu./collections/charles-s-peirce-papers
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Les présocratiques ; Platon ; Aristote ; Zhuangzi ; Epicure ; Cicéron ; Lucréce ; Sénéque ; Epictéte ; Marc
Auréle ; Nagarjuna ; Sextus Empiricus ; Plotin ; Augustin ; Avicenne ; Anselme ; Averroés ; Maimonide ;
Thomas d’Aquin ; Guillaume d’Occam. N. Machiavel ; M. Montaigne (de) ; F. Bacon ; T. Hobbes ; R. Des-
cartes ; B. Pascal ; J. Locke ; B. Spinoza ; N. Malebranche ; G. W. Leibniz ; G. Vico ; G. Berkeley ; Montes-
quieu ; D. Hume ; J.-J. Rousseau ; D. Diderot ; E. Condillac (de) ; A. Smith ; E. Kant ; J. Bentham. G.W.H.
Hegel ; A. Schopenhauer ; A. Comte ; A.- A. Cournot ; L. Feuerbach ; A. Tocqueville (de) ; J.-S. Mill ; S.
Kierkegaard ; K. Marx ; F. Engels ; W. James ; F. Nietzsche ; S. Freud ; E. Durkheim ; H. Bergson ; E. Hus-
serl ; M. Weber ; Alain ; M. Mauss ; B. Russell ; K. Jaspers ; G. Bachelard ; M. Heidegger ; L. Wittgenstein
s W. Benjamin ; K. Popper ; V. Jankélévitch ; H. Jonas ; R. Aron ; J.-P. Sartre ; H. Arendt ; E. Levinas ; S. de
Beauvoir ; C. Lévi-Strauss ; M. Merleau-Ponty ; S. Weil ; J. Hersch ; P. Ricceur ; E. Anscombe ; I. Murdoch
; J. Rawls ; G. Simondon ; M. Foucault ; H. Putnam.

Le Bulletin officiel de I’éducation nationale, © Ministére de I’éducation nationale et de la Jeunesse >www.
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7- Merriam-Websters Collegiate Dictionary, Springfield, Massachusetts, U.S.A, Eleventh Edition, 2003, p.474
8- Ibid., p.111. « 1: a state or habit of mind in which trust or confidence is placed in some person or thing. ».
9- Ibid., p.111. « 2: something believed; esp: a tenet or body of tenets held by a group. ».

10- Ibid. p. 111. « 3: conviction of the truth of some statement or the reality of some being or phenomenon
esp. when based on examination evidence. ».

11- Peirce Charles Sanders., « How to Make our Ideas Clear », Popular Science Monthly 12 (January 1878), 286-
302: « Doubt and Belief, as the words are commonly employed, relate to religious or other grave discussions.
But here I use them to designate the starting of any question, no matter how small or how great, and the
resolution of it. ».
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«Fate means merely that which is sure to come true, and can no how be avoided. It is a superstition to sup-
pose that a certain sort of events are ever fated, and it is another to suppose that the word fate can never be
freed from its superstitious taint. We are all fated to die. »
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17- Peirce, C. S., “ How to Make our Ideas Clear “, in The Essential Peirce: Selected Philosophical Writings, Vol.
1, (1867-1893), edited by Nathan Houser & Christian Kloesel, Indian University Press, Bloomington and India-
napolis, 1992, pp.124-141

18- Peirce, C. S., “ The Doctrine of Chances”, in The Essential Peirce: Selected Philosophical Writings, Vol. 1,
(1867-1893), edited by Nathan Houser & Christian Kloesel, Indian University Press, Bloomington and Indianap-
olis, 1992, pp.142-154

19- Peirce, C. S., “ The Probability of Induction”, in The Essential Peirce: Selected Philosophical Writings, Vol.
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26- Peirce, C. S., “The Fixation of Belief”, in The Essential Peirce: Selected Philosophical Writings, edited by
Nathan Houser & Christian Kloesel, Vol. 1 (1867-1893), Indiana University Press, Bloomington and Indianapolis,
1992, p.111:«...: his way was to carry his mind into his laboratory... »

27- 1bid., p.112: « Suppose, for example, that we observe that a rotating disk of copper quickly comes to rest
when placed between the poles of a magnet, and we infer that this will happen with every disk of copper. »
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28- Ibid., p.13: « ..., and all history shows that the most masculine intellect will ofttimes lose his orientation
and waste his efforts in directions which bring him no nearer to his goal, or even carry him entirely astray.
He is like a ship in the open sea, with no one on board who understands the rules of navigation. »

29- Ibid., p.114: « The Assassins, or followers of the Old Man of the Mountain, used to rush into death at
his least command, because they believed that obedience to him would insure everlasting felicity. Had they
doubted this, they would not have acted as they did. »

30- Ibid., p.116: « I remember once being entreated not to read a certain newspaper lest it might change
my opinion upon free-trade.” Lest I might be entrapped by its fallacies and misstatements,” was the form
of expression. “You are not,” my friend said, “a special student of political economy. You might, therefore,
easily be deceived by fallacious arguments upon the subject. You might, then, if you read this paper, be led
to believe in protection. But you admit that free-trade is the true doctrine; and you do not wish to believe
what is not true.” I have often known this system to be deliberately adopted. »
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31- Ibid., p.116: « Thus, if it be true that death is annihilation, then the man who believes that he will certain-
ly go straight to heaven when he dies, provided he have fulfilled certain simple observances in this life, has
a cheap pleasure which will not be followed by the least disappointment. »

32- Ibid., p.116: « “ When an ostrich buries its head in the sand as danger approaches, it very likely takes the
happiest course. It hides the danger, and then calmly says there is no danger; and, if it feels perfectly sure
there is none, why should it raise its head to see? »

33- Ibid., p.123: « The genius of a man’s logical method should be loved and reverenced as his bride, whom
he has chosen from all the world. He need not condemn the others; on the contrary, he may honor them
deeply, and in doing so he only honors her the more. But she is the one that he has chosen, and he knows
that he was right in making that choice. And having made it, he will work and fight for her, and will not
complain that there are blows to take, hoping that there may be as many and as hard to give, and will strive
to be the worthy knight and champion of her from the blaze of whose splendors he draws his inspiration
and his courage. »
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34- Ibid., p.111: « In the same way, every work of science great enough to be well remembered for a few
generations affords some exemplification of the defective state of the art of reasoning of the time when it was
written; and each chief step in science has been a lesson in logic. »

35- Ibid., pp.111-112: « Thus, the question of validity is purely one of fact and not of thinking. »
36- Ibid., p.112: « Where hope is unchecked by any experience, it is likely that our optimism is extravagant. »

37- Ibid., p.: « ..., and all history shows that the most masculine intellect will ofttimes lose his orientation
and waste his efforts in directions which bring him no nearer to his goal, or even carry him entirely astray. »

38- Ibid., p.113: « Doubt has not the least such active effect, but stimulates us to inquiry until it is destroyed. »
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39- Ibid., p.114: « The irritation of doubt is the only immediate motive for the struggle to attain belief. »

40- Ibid., p.114: « With the doubt, therefore, the struggle begins, and with the cessation of doubt it ends. »
41- Ibid., p.115: « Hence, the sole object of inquiry is the settlement of opinion. »

42- Ibid., p.115: « ..., for nothing which does not affect the mind can be the motive for mental effort. »

43- Ibid., p.115: « The most that can be maintained is, that we seek for a belief that we shall think to be true. »

44- Ibid., p.116: « Still oftener, the instinctive dislike of an undecided state of mind, exaggerated into a vague
dread of doubt, makes men cling spasmodically to the views they already take. The man feels that, if he only
holds to his belief without wavering, it will be entirely satisfactory. »

45- 1bid., p.116: « “ When an ostrich buries its head in the sand as danger approaches, it very likely takes the
happiest course. It hides the danger, and then calmly says there is no danger; and, if it feels perfectly sure
there is none, why should it raise its head to see? »

46- Ibid., p.116: « A man may go through life, systematically keeping out of view all that might cause a
change in his opinions, and if he only succeeds — basing his method, as he does, on two fundamental psy-
chological laws — I do not see what can be said against his doing so. »



27 4 oloil Ay

E€|3JJ| e [dalud) <=l.b.a] eLE:.I.” lde olal 3gwd)] O)» :dgdy cdlaludl e delladg delio @ -
74[23] « Bl Olus] @l 15 § gl gl e @3la8 praas Ll )l paiuly Bgudll 0dn Judss oy Uy

g Osmolsdl] el egsdls O 13D sk dhlull ok L,SE polsd] Je oSadll § -
“[24] i Isly OF pauds Gz o5,Sal okl e 1aus 15365 O s [dalul

daadl) Jgaiy o8I s BLI g Y1 13T 09ea 38kl Jogts b sy dbudlal] B sus § -
P4[27] «lio bngy ] spasdl audl die dodis ST dduldy Lole ST dawld oo GLls Glad me)ls

3o 058 e Szl 39,8l (w8 LSS do @9 o e sk «eSid) uo mbs dAS -
o o UM (0 - sl LB pbg Lis gyl e ob IMS (10 Lélg «§ iy o 2o Ll douos i
(28] «ad 5B ol bySa

3 =8 13] 0V BB 525 i elio of usY 556 Y :Ushs BBl § il pus O3 G -
B o ¥ i e S Ly Bimy U1 oo 4oyl 018 lls Loyl pasd Duas elad] 555 o8
1e[28 0] «lgd il il elazl

& alsdl ekl Josia pasd IS Ol sy clominl pus Cow Olug (ol okl dnal -
P28 (O] «diuda’ LS By Y CBgIl 3 Y] dlosial o5 85 Vg ol (o 43S

47- Ibid., p.117: « Cruelties always accompany this system; and when it is consistently carried out, they be-
come atrocities of the most horrible kind in the eyes of any rational man. »

48- Ibid., p.118: « If it is their highest impulse to be intellectual slaves, then slaves they ought to remain. »

49- Ibid., p.119: « ..., and accordingly metaphysicians have never come to any fixed agreement, but the pen-
dulum has swung backward and forward between a more material and a more spiritual philosophy, from
the earliest times to the latest. »

50- Ibid., p.120: « To satisfy our doubts, therefore, it is necessary that a method should be found by which
our beliefs may be determined by nothing human, but by some external permanency — by something upon
which our thinking has no effect. »

51- Ibid., p.120: « Nobody, therefore, can really doubt that there are Reals, for, if he did, doubt would not
be a source of dissatisfaction. The hypothesis, therefore, is one which every mind admits. So that the social
impulse does not cause men to doubt it. »

52- Ibid., p120: « Everybody uses the scientific method about a great many things, and only ceases to use it
when he does not know how to apply it. »
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53-1bid., p.122: « Thus, the greatest intellectual benefactors of mankind have never dared, and dare not now,
to utter the whole of their thought; and thus a shade of prima facie doubt is cast upon every proposition
which is considered essential to the security of society. »

54- Ibid., p.122: « Singularly enough, the persecution does not all come from without; but a man torments
himself and is oftentimes most distressed at finding himself believing propositions which he has been brought
up to regard with aversion. »

55- 1bid., p122: « ..., and that there is no reason why the results of those three first methods should do so. To
bring about this effect is the prerogative of the method of science. »

56- Ibid., p.123: « ..., dares not know the truth and seeks to avoid it, is in a sorry state of mind indeed. »

57- 1bid., p.123: « The genius of a man’s logical method should be loved and reverenced as his bride, whom
he has chosen from all the world. He need not condemn the others; on the contrary, he may honor them
deeply, and in doing so he only honors her the more. But she is the one that he has chosen, and he knows
that he was right in making that choice. And having made it, he will work and fight for her, and will not
complain that there are blows to take, hoping that there may be as many and as hard to give, and will strive
to be the worthy knight and champion of her from the blaze of whose splendors he draws his inspiration
and his courage. »
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